Minutes Of Leamington & District Chess League held on Tuesday May 29th 2018 at Olton Chess Club.

Present:- Steve Rumsby (Banbury); Andy Johnson, Alan Eley (Daventry); Mark Page, Ben Graff, Dave Shurrock, Mike Johnson (Kenilworth); Tom Darling (Leamington); Richard & Rob Reynolds, Tom Evans, Richard Evans, Dave Reeves (Olton); Simon Turner, Martin Wilson Chris Pegler(Rugby); Dave Thomas, Gordon Christie Shirley); John Green , Julian Summerfield, Penny Wood, Dez Rudge (Solihull); Richard Dobedoe, Peter Stiff, Paul Davies, Jimmy Blair (Stratford). 

Ben Graff (chairman) introduced the meeting and thanked everyone for coming. He started by clarifying the law concerning the new data protection regulations. He also commented on the unusually bad weather that we had had but there hadn’t been any issues. He thanked officers of the league for their support during the season and particularly Jason Madden who was now stepping down. 

Tom Darling (treasurer) gave his report – there had been an increase in ECF fees caused by non- ECF members playing in the league. We had made a profit from the renewed rapidplay. The board fees would stay at £3 per board.

 Steve Rumsby gave his report (see below) and commented that we had a larger number of defaults than in previous seasons and these were both individual and whole team defaults. Most of the defaults were in divisions 2 and 3.  In response to a question from Dave Thomas Steve said that it wasn’t one team or club that was the cause of the defaults. Robert Reynolds asked who was checking eligibility etc but Steve said that he wasn’t regularly checking. Mark Page asked about the 0-0 involving Banbury and Solihull. It was stated that this was in fact a 4-0 win for Banbury. A double default should be -4 on board difference for both teams. 
Fixture Secretary's Report

Division 1
Olton A were the clear winners with 24 points.

Olton B were bottom with 5 points

	Team
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Def. matches
	Def. games
	Penalty pts
	Bonus pts
	Game pt diff
	Points

	Olton A
	14
	12
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	23
	24

	Banbury A
	14
	10
	1
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	10
	21

	Kenilworth A
	14
	8
	1
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9
	17

	Solihull A
	14
	7
	1
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	15

	Shirley and Wythall A
	14
	6
	2
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	14

	Leamington Oak House A
	14
	4
	1
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-8
	9

	Solihull B
	14
	2
	3
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-15
	7

	Olton B
	14
	2
	1
	11
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-21
	5




Division 2
Rugby A ended up top of Division 2 on 25 points ahead of Banbury C and Banbury D. Kenilworth C and Solihull C were bottom on 9 points.

	Team
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Def. matches
	Def. games
	Penalty pts
	Bonus pts
	Game pt diff
	In Points

	Rugby A
	16
	12
	1
	3
	0
	6
	0
	0
	13
	25

	Banbury C
	16
	10
	2
	4
	0
	3
	0
	0
	13
	22

	Banbury B
	16
	11
	0
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10
	22

	Kenilworth B
	16
	8
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	18

	Shirley and Wythall B
	16
	7
	0
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-1
	14

	Stratford A
	16
	5
	3
	8
	0
	2
	0
	0
	-8
	13

	Daventry A
	16
	5
	2
	9
	0
	2
	0
	0
	-8
	12

	Kenilworth C
	16
	3
	3
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-11
	9

	Solihull C
	16
	3
	3
	9
	1
	5
	0
	0
	-13
	9


Division 3
Olton C were top of Division 3 with 20 points, and Leamington B were bottom with 6 points.
	Team
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Def. matches
	Def. games
	Penalty pts
	Bonus pts
	Game pt diff
	Points

	Olton C
	12
	10
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	19
	20

	Stratford B
	12
	8
	0
	4
	0
	1
	0
	0
	7
	16

	Rugby B
	12
	6
	0
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	12

	Shirley and Wythall C
	12
	4
	3
	5
	0
	2
	0
	0
	-1
	11

	Banbury D
	12
	4
	2
	5
	1
	8
	0
	0
	-7
	10

	Solihull D
	12
	4
	1
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-1
	9

	Leamington Oak House B
	12
	2
	2
	6
	2
	8
	0
	0
	-17
	6


Division 4 
Solihull E were top with 18 points
	Team
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Def. matches
	Def. games
	Penalty pts
	Bonus pts
	Game pt diff
	Points

	Solihull E
	12
	8
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	11
	18

	Daventry B
	12
	7
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	16

	Stratford C
	12
	6
	2
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	14

	Banbury E
	12
	6
	1
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-4
	13

	Kenilworth D
	12
	3
	5
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	11

	Stratford D
	12
	2
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-9
	6

	Solihull F
	12
	2
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	-13
	6


Team KO Competitions
Open: Banbury II won the Open Cup against Banbury I 3:2

	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Winner

	by
	by
	by
	 

	Kenilworth
Banbury I
	Banbury I 
1-4
	Banbury I 
3.5-1.5
	Banbury II 
2-3

	Shirley and Wythall
Leamington Oakhouse
	Shirley and Wythall 
3.5-1.5
	
	

	Stratford 
Banbury II
	Banbury II 
1.5-3.5
	Banbury II 
2.5-2.5
	

	Solihull
Olton
	Olton 
1-4
	
	


U700: Olton won the U700 Cup against Shirley and Wythall 3:2

	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Winner

	by
	by
	by
	 

	Shirley and Wythall
Stratford
	Shirley and Wythall 
4-1
	Shirley and Wythall 
3.5-1.5
	Olton 
2-3

	Rugby
Daventry
	Daventry 
2-3
	
	

	Kenilworth
Olton
	Olton 
0-5
	Olton 
3.5-1.5
	

	Solihull
Banbury
	Banbury 
2.5-2.5
	
	


U120 Cup

Stratford II won the U120 Cup against Kenilworth 3:1

	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Winner

	by
	by
	by
	by
	 

	Kenilworth
bye
	Kenilworth
	Kenilworth 
0-0
	Stratford II 
0.5-3.5
	Stratford II 
3-1

	bye
bye
	bye
	
	
	

	Stratford II
bye
	Stratford II
	Stratford II 
3-1
	
	

	Banbury
bye
	Banbury
	
	
	

	Leamington Oakhouse
bye
	Leamington Oakhouse
	Daventry 
0.5-3.5
	Daventry 
3-1
	

	Daventry
bye
	Daventry
	
	
	

	Solihull
bye
	Solihull
	Solihull 
2.5-1.5
	
	

	Stratford I
Rugby
	Rugby 
2-2
	
	
	


Best Game Prize
Richard Weaving kindly judged the best game prize, and he wrote:-
I've now had a chance to look through each of the games in detail.  Although there were only 4 entries this was not an easy decision as these were closely fought games with some excellent chess on show and no clear, standout winner.
On balance the best game prize goes to Steve Rumsby for his game against Mike Johnson. This was the most complete game and, although other games featured more fireworks on the board, Steve demonstrated excellent technique in gradually improving his position in the middlegame and converting his advantage in the resulting rook ending. A very smooth and illustrative game.
I include my comments on each of the games below.
Thorpe  v Collins (1-0)

A Chinese dragon variation of the Sicilian. Black shores up the defences of his king with the recapture exf6. This leaves a weak pawn on d6 but black gets counterplay on the b-file. Play becomes sharp with White sacrificing the b2 pawn, allowing Black's rook to invade, but correctly assessing the weakness of black's back rank, which proves to be decisive.
Shurrock v Searle (0-1)

The game starts off as a c3 Sicilian but reaches a structure more akin to a Scandinavian defence. A complex middlegame struggle ensues with White pushing his pawn majority on the queenside while Black aims his pieces at the White king and launches a dangerous attack with g5. The position opens up and the game swings back and forth.  White manages to win a piece at one stage but in the end the weakness of his king tells.
Johnson v Rumsby (0-1)

A symmetrical Italian game in which both sides exchange a knight for the opponent's Italian bishop. Black seizes the initiative on the queenside leaving White with a worse pawn structure. Black plays f5 and exerts heavy pressure on the f-file with his rooks, gradually building his advantage. The queens come off the board and black reaches a rook endgame with an extra pawn. Such a position might typically give White some drawing chances but Black's solid structure combined with the weak White pawns proves too much. Black demonstrates excellent technique and converts his advantage smoothly.
Rumsby v Davies (0-1)

A Modern defence where Black fianchettos both of his bishops. White opts for a set up with pawns on d4, e4 and f4 and strikes out at the black position with f5.  With Black's e-pawn still on e7 his structure is solid and after Ng4 manages to exchange his knight for White's important dark squared bishop. This leaves White's dark squares irrevocably weak and Black expertly takes advantage, with White's position falling apart alarmingly quickly. A nice demonstration of how potent the Modern defence can be.
I enjoyed looking at the games and would be happy to judge the prize again in future.
Thanks

Richard
Stanley Gibbins Trophy
The winner of the Stanley Gibbins trophy is Richard Evans from Olton with 9/10 (90%). Runner up was James Jackson with 9.5/11 (86.36%), then Alan Lloyd with 11/13 (84.62)%).
The meeting then discussed the league set up for next season. At the end of the current season the setup was 8,9,7,7. It was felt that we should rebalance and bring div 2 down to 7 teams. However,  if we demote Sol C  then there are 3 Solihull teams in div 3 and if Sol E are promoted from div 4 then we have 4 Solihull teams in div 3. Olton C didn’t want their promotion from div 3. Gordon Christie reflected that if we never have 3 teams from one club in a division then we have blockage. Finally, the meeting settled on 8,8,7,8 but if Leamington are not demoted from div 3 then there is   8,8,8, 7.  John Green said that if a new team joins then there is a slot in division 4. 
Ben said that there were so many ifs-and-buts about what might happen that we would have to look again at the structure next season. Then Steve clarified numbers of teams in the 3 team knock out competitions.

Ben asked if there were any issues regarding the future of the Oxfordfusion system and Steve replied that the owner of the host is relinquishing it and we may need to move somewhere else. Peter Stiff offered to host it. 

Robert Reynolds gave a summary of the lightning  event held in April. There were 28 players in 3 events – Open, U140 and U110.  Mark Page won with 8.5 out of 9 for the second time; Rayyan Farooq won the U140 also for the second time; and Penny Wood retained the U110 trophy.Then the meeting held the trophy presentation. 
Election of Officers:-

Chairman – Although he wished to stand down Ben Graff elected to continue.

Deputy Chairman – was Jason but wished to leave the position. Gordon Christie was elected.

Secretary – Mike Johnson

Treasurer – Tom Darling

Website/Fixture Secretary Steve Rumsby

Individual competitions secretary – Steve Rumsby

ECF representative -  Dave Thomas explained what was involved but there were no takers for the position.

Grader – Mike  Johnson

Jamboree – Tom Darling

Safe Guarding Officer – Peter Stiff

Lightning – Richard and Rob Reynolds

There was some concern regarding the number of safe guarding officers and the need for consistency. Ben emphasised that the responsibility rests with clubs as they are nearest to potential problems. Peter Stiff offered to look at every club’s policy.

Rule Changes

Ben said that we had had a number of eligibility issues over the last 3 or 4 years so we should have a registration system similar to the Birmingham league but simpler.

Rugby felt that they would want to introduce  juniors late in the season and a cut-off date would prevent this. There was some lengthy discussions as to why reasons for non-registration should be withheld. However,  if it was simply a grading issue then the reason could be given. David Reeves quoted an example of an individual’s colour and emphasised that non-registration should only be given for chess related issues. 

Mark questioned whether we need a registration system at all and should not be discussing minute detail  at this point in the meeting. Robert Reynolds quoted a case when an exceptionally strong player played against him unexpectedly. In response to a discussion about what is fair and unfair,  Dave thought that it is sometimes difficult to distinguish. Robert R said that LDCL is different to the BDCL in that LDCL simply give a slap on the wrists. He also thought that it was harder for LDCL teams to nominate for 4 player teams rather than the 6-player teams that there is in BDCL. He also suggested nominating 3 players and leave the 4th floating.

Richard Dobedoe quoted a potential game (Solihull v Stratford) where they were faced with a 192 graded player. Robert asked if we were happy with a March 1 cut-off date. Gordon said that we should not make the debate about one club. Chris Pegler wanted an exception for Mar 1 under certain circumstances. And Mark asked that every club needs to abide by the spirit of the rules. 

Eventually Ben put the principal of registration to the vote. It was carried by 17 votes to 11 (with Olton abstaining). The meeting also voted in favour to some minor changes to the words of the proposal. 

John Green wished to withdraw the proposal concerned with the 10-point rule. As for the January grades the ECF had stated that we should use the Summer grades throughout the season, but we could still use January grades where appropriate due to a large change in the January grade of a player. 

Steve Rumsby introduced the proposal to complete all moves in  90 minutes without i.e .without an intermediate time control. Dave Thomas emphasised that this could cause some issues when using increments, because of the issue about ‘not trying to win’, and the absence of an arbiter.  The meeting voted in favour of adopting the ruling. It was also confirmed that both teams  need to agree on digital clocks on all boards. 

It seemed that Ed was not organising the Leamington rapidplay and as a consequence we need to find someone else.

The meeting closed at 10.22.
